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MEMORANDUM
TO: Medicaid Physicians, Dentists, Physician Assistants, Advanced Practice

Registered Nurses, Optometrist, Medicaid Participating Hospital Emergency
Rooms, Other Providers with Authority and Pharmacy Providers

FROM:  KennethS. Fink, MD, MGA,MPH &
Med-QUEST Division Administrator *

SUBIJECT: FEE-FOR-SERVICE (FFS) PROGRAM ONLY

TAMPER RESISTANT PRESCRIPTION PAD (TRPP) CLARIFICATION
OF RECOMMENDED FEATURES FOR HAWAII MEDICAID
EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2008

Effective October 1, 2008, all FFS Medicaid prescriptions that are either handwritten or printed
from an Electronic Medical Record (EMR) or from an ePrescribing application must contain at
least one (1) feature from each of the three (3) categories of tamper resistance. (See Table 1.
Best Practices for Tamper Resistant Printed Prescriptions)

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ (CMS) prior guidance for prescriptions printed
from EMRs or ePrescribing applications stated that special copy resistant paper would likely be
required to be in compliance as of October 1, 2008. CMS has clarified this issue and it is not
necessary if special software for improved printing capabilities is used to allow microprinting
and/or VOID/Illegal/Copy pantographs. EMR or ePrescribing generated prescriptions may be
printed on plain paper, and be fully compliant provided they contain at least one (1) feature
from each of the three (3) categories of tamper resistance detailed below. Note: See Table 1 for
updated guidance from the National Council for Prescription Drug Programs (NCPDP) industry
forum held June 26, 2008, and CMS.

Prescriptions for Medicaid FFS recipients and for QUEST recipients written by a dentist that are
telephoned, faxed, or ePrescribed remain exempt from these tamper resistance requirements.
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